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Justin R. Barnes 
401 Harrison Oaks Blvd Suite 100 Cary, North Carolina 27513, (919) 825-3342, jbarnes@eq-research.com 
 
 
EDUCATION 
Michigan Technological University              Houghton, Michigan   
Master of Science, Environmental Policy August 2006 
Graduate-level work in Energy Policy. 
 
University of Oklahoma               Norman, Oklahoma 
Bachelor of Science, Geography, December 2003 
Area of concentration in Physical Geography.  
 
EXPERIENCE 
EQ Research, LLC and Keyes, Fox & Wiedman, LLP                      Cary, North Carolina 

Senior Analyst, March 2013 – present 
Develop and manage solar and wind energy state regulatory policy tracking service that covers policies such 
as net metering, interconnection standards, rate design, renewables portfolio standards, state energy planning, 
state and utility incentives, tax incentives, and permitting. Responsible for service design, formulating 
improvements based on client needs, and ultimate delivery of bi-weekly reports to clients. Research pending 
renewable energy legislative policies for state policy tracking service. Research and summarize utility rate case 
filings for clients. Perform policy research and analysis to fulfill client requests, and for internal and published 
reports, focused primarily on state solar market drivers such as net metering, incentives, and renewable 
portfolio standards. Manage the development of a solar power purchase agreement (PPA) toolkit for local 
governments and the planning and delivery of associated outreach efforts.   
 
North Carolina Solar Center, N.C. State University                     Raleigh, North Carolina 

Senior Policy Analyst, January 2012-May 2013; Policy Analyst, September 2007-December 2011 
Responsible for researching and maintaining information for the Database of State Incentives for Renewables 
and Efficiency (DSIRE), the most comprehensive public source of renewables and energy efficiency 
incentives and policy data in the United States. Managed state-level regulatory tracking for private wind and 
solar companies. Coordinated the organization’s participation in the SunShot Solar Outreach Partnership, a 
U.S. Department of Energy project to provide outreach and technical assistance for local governments to 
develop and transform local solar markets.  Developed and presented educational workshops, reports, 
administered grant contracts and associated deliverables, provided support for the SunShot Initiative, and 
worked with diverse group of project partners on this effort. Responsible for maintaining the renewable 
portfolio standard dataset for the National Renewable Energy Laboratory for use in its electricity modeling 
and forecasting analysis. Authored the DSIRE RPS Data Updates, a monthly newsletter providing up-to-date 
data and historic compliance information on state RPS policies. Responded to information requests and 
provided technical assistance to the general public, government officials, media, and the energy industry on a 
wide range of subjects, including federal tax incentives, state property taxes, net metering, state renewable 
portfolios standard policies, and renewable energy credits. Extensive experience researching, understanding, 
and disseminating information on complex issues associated with utility regulation, policy best practices, and 
emerging issues. 
 
SELECTED ARTICLES and PUBLICATIONS 
 
Barnes, J., Kapla, K. Solar Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs): A Toolkit for Local Governments.  Pending 
Publication. For the Interstate Renewable Energy Council Inc. under the U.S. Department of Energy 
SunShot Solar Outreach Partnership.  
 



Barnes, J., C. Barnes. 2013 RPS Legislation: Gauging the Impacts. 2013. Article in Solar Today.  
 
 
Barnes, J., C. Laurent, J. Uppal, C. Barnes, A. Heinemann. Property Taxes and Solar PV: Policy, Practices, and 
Issues. 2013. For the U.S. Department of Energy SunShot Solar Outreach Partnership.  
 
Kooles, K, J. Barnes. Austin, Texas: What is the Value of Solar. Solar in Small Communities: Gaston County, North 
Carolina. Solar in Small Communities: Columbia, Missouri. 2013. For the U.S. Department of Energy SunShot Solar 
Outreach Partnership.  
 
Barnes, J., C. Barnes. The Report of My Death Was An Exaggeration: Renewables Portfolio Standards Live On. 2013. 
For Keyes, Fox & Wiedman.  
 
Barnes, J. Why Tradable SRECs are Ruining Distributed Solar. 2012. Guest Post in Greentech Media Solar.   
 
Barnes, J., multiple co-authors. State Solar Incentives and Policy Trends. Annually for five years, 2008-2012. For 
the Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Inc. 
 
Barnes, J. Solar for Everyone? 2012. Article in Solar Power World On-line.  
 
Barnes, J., L. Varnado. Why Bother? Capturing the Value of Net Metering in Competitive Choice Markets.  2011. 
American Solar Energy Society Conference Proceedings. 
 
Barnes, J. SREC Markets: The Murky Side of Solar. 2011. Article in State and Local Energy Report.   
 
Barnes, J., L. Varnado. The Intersection of Net Metering and Retail Choice: an overview of policy, practice, and issues. 2010. 
For the Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Inc.   
 
AWARDS, HONORS & AFFILIATIONS 
 

• Solar Power World Magazine, Editorial Advisory Board Member (October 2011 –  March 2013) 
• Michigan Tech Finalist for the Midwest Association of Graduate Schools Distinguished Master’s 

Thesis Awards (2007) 
• Sustainable Futures Institute Graduate Scholar Michigan Tech University (2005-2006) 
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